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Causes of Discontent in Virginia, 1676. 

[On January 29th, 1677, there arrived in Virginia, which was still 
in a state of great agitation following upon the collapse of the popular 
movement, a commission, composed of Sir John Berry, who had come 
over as admiral of the fleet, and Herbert Jeffreys and Francis Moryson, 
who were in command of the regiment of English soldiers sent out to 
put a summary ending to the insurrection. The three commissioners 
brought over with them a full set of instructions to guide them in their 
action. Of these instructions, which covered a wide ground, the fifth 
opened as follows : " You shall inform yourselves of all Grievances 
in Generall." In accord with this order, the commissioners " inquired 
into and took the complaints at large of the respective Countyes of 
Virginia in writing." These " complaints " throw, perhaps, the clearest 
light upon the mixed causes which led up to the uprising under the 
leadership of Bacon, and are, therefore, of extraordinary historical 
value. The appended paper contains the "Grievances" of Glou- 
cester county, copy of the original, which is in the British State Paper 
Office, Colonial Department, is among the Winder MSS, Va. State 
Library. See Vol. II, p. 448.] 

GLOSTER COUNTY. 

1. Grievances. — A complaint that the Imposicion of 2 s. p. 
hogshead laid 17 years since on Tobacco shipt in this Country 
is a Grievance, unlesse it may bee imployed to the uses pre- 
tended when first raysed. 

1. Answer. — Wee humbly conceive it reasonable that an 
account be render'd to the Assembly (wch wee take to be the 
Body representative of the Country) of the overplus of this Im- 
posicion, above the 1000 £ p. annum to the Governor for the 
tyme being: and we hold the continuance of this Law most fit 
and necessary being made by the country and confirmed by his 
majestic 

2. G. — They complain of the 60 lb. p. pole as a Pressure that 
occasioned ye first Discontents among the people. They began 
an account and Restitution. 

2. A. — This has been fully answered not only to them selves 
while wee were upon the place, but upon the frequent complaints 
in the foregoing grievances. 
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3. G. — A complaint that within 14 or 15 months past, there 
hath beene neere 300 Christian persons barbarously murthered 
by the Indians, and that the Forts erected and. other provision 
assygned was wholly insufficient to the end intended and thai this 
was occasion of the peoples rising in armes for their own Pre- 
servation without comand or pmission of their Superiors and 
gave oportunity to the Rebell Bacon to head them, who being' 
among them reputed a witt was by the vulgar adhered to, and 
having obtained and published his Forced comission to the seve- 
rall countyes as freely granted him by the consent of the Grand 
Assembly Many People were ignorantly deluded & drawn into 
his Party that thought of noe other designe than the Indian 
Warr onely most of which persons (though never soe Innocent) 
were prosecuted with Regour, of which with the 111 Management 
of this Warr, they complaine as Grievances. 

3. A. — This has reference to Our Generall Narrative and con- 
firms some particulars of it, wherefore wee thought it necessary 
to recite this article the more at large, and humbly refer the 
same to his Majesties Royal consideration as being matter of 
fact, of the Truth where of wee are well satisfied. 

4. G. — That severall Grievances being presented to the June 
Assembly (1676) upon which many good Lawes were consented 
to by that Assembly before the Rebell Bacon came and inter- 
rupted the same, they Beg those good and wholesome Lawes 
may be confirmed. 

4. A. — Those Lawes at that tyme Enacted are since annul' d 
and order'd to be Repealed by his Majestie; however if any of 
them be Lawes fitt to be revived for the Publique good they may 
be again propounded to their Burgesses for reenacting. 

5. G. — A complaint that in the time of the late Rebellion the 
Rebells have plundered divers mens estates, they Pray that the 
Assembly will take some course for restitution of what is to be 
found in Specie. 

5. A. — This was accordingly referred to the Assembly. 

6. G. — A complaint that some particular persons neere ab' 
the Governor having Commission to Plunder the late Rebells 
have misemployed that Power to Imprisonm't of the p'sons and 
Rifling the Estates of divers of his Majesties good subjects; 
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converting the same to their own private uses, in which they beg 
Redresse. 

6. A. — This complaint is not untrue for in the time of the late 
Rebellion, when all that were not with the Governor (but stay'd 
at home at their own plantations to bee secure & quiet) were 
accounted Rebells and treated as such, Especially those that 
Kept any Guard at their houses though but for self Preservation 
agt the Indians on the ffrontier parts, and comitted noe other 
acts of hostility. 

7. G. — A complaint against Major Robert Beverly, that when 
this country had (according to order) raised 60 armed men to 
be an out-guard for the Governor: who not finding the Gover- 
nor nor their appointed Commander they were by Beverly 
commanded to goe to work, fall trees and mawl and toat railes, 
which many of them refusing to doe, he presently disarm'd them 
and sent them home at a tyme when this Country were infested 
by the Indians, who had but a little before cutt off 6 persons in 
one family and attempted others. They beg Reparation ag' the 
said Beverly and his Majesties and Governors Pardon for their 
late defections. 

7. A. — Wee conceive this dealing of Beverleys to be a noto- 
rius abuse and Grievance to take away the peoples armes while 
their family es were cutt off by the Indians and that they deserved 
just reparation herein. 

8. G. — They desire the Grand Assembly to take Order that 
the armes & ammunition sent over by his Mat 1 ' to the Country 
may bee proportionally distributed in each county into the hands 
of Persons of trust for the use of the country ag' occasion that 
they may not be lost as they complaine mens armes were for- 
merly us'd to be. 

8. A. — This is in the Assemblies care and a secure magazine 
or storehouse will prevent and remedy the matter complaint of, 
as to losse of armies &c. 

9. G. — A complaint ag't too frequent Assemblyes and the 
high Charges of Burgesses of Assembly. 

9. A. — This remedyed in both particulars by his Majesties 
Express Commands. 
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10. G. — A complaint of considerable sums of money collected 
for Fort Duties now lying in private men's hands desiring the 
same may be laid out for a Magazine for the good of the Pub- 
lique. 

10. A. — Wee think it very reasonable, that the Assembly, take 
the account, and doe therein, as is desired; which will answer 
the 8th Article above written. 

ii. G. — A complaint that there is a Proclamation prohibiting 
all masters of shipps and merchants from selling any Gunnes or 
ammunitions to the Inhabitants of this Colony, the Indians then 
making daylie Incursions upon them. 

ii. A. — This was only a Prohibition (pro tempore) during the 
continuance of the late Rebellion, but wee now conceive they 
have, or may have the Libertie desired as they had formerly. 
Besides there is now a peace with the Indians which answers the 
conclusion of this Article. 



LOWER NORFOLK COUNTY GRIEVANCES. 
(Winder Papers, Virginia State Library, Vol. II, page 158.) 

1. G. — The desire a fort may bee erected at Point Comfort 
as being the most convenient Place, &c. 

1. A. — Wee are of opinion that a Fort at Point Comfort 
would be very requisite if money and matterialls can be found, 
and men to erect and keepe it. But wee think in our Judgments 
that it is im practical 1 (when all is done) to build, man or main- 
tain a good Fort there. 

2. G. — A complaint that there has beene Tobacco paid to- 
wards the raising of Magazines besides the Fort-duties taken for 
that use, yet noe Provision made, or account thereof given by 
those intrusted to collect the same. 

2. A. — The Magazines are most necessary and the accounts 
desired reasonable and fit to be given by the Collectors of the 
Tobacco raised and paid for that publick use. 

3. G. — A complaint of the 6o lb of Tobacco p pole whereof 
they desire an account. 

3. A. — Answered in other Grievances. 

4. G. — An humble Request that since those of this county 
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have been greate sufferers by, and in no wise the cause of the late 
Rebellion they may be exempt from all publick charge that hath 
arisen, or may there by arise. 

4. A. — Wee think their is little notice to be taken of this Re- 
quest by us but by the Assembly who are onely concern'd in 
laying Taxes there being none imposed by his Ma" e on his ac- 
count nor (as we humbly conceive) none like to be. 

5. G. — A extravigant Request for Liberty to Transport their 
Tobacco to any of his Majesties Plantations without Paying the 
Impost, payable by Act of Parliament &c. 

5. A. — This head is wholly mutinous to desire a thing con- 
trary to his Ma" M Royall pleasure & benefitt and also against an 
Act of Parliam'. 

6. G. — A complaint that it has been the comon practise of 
this Country to putt persons that are mere strangers into Places 
of great honor, profitt & trust who unduly officiating therein doe 
abuse and wrong the People &c. as hath been manifest in those 
two grand Rebells Nath: Bacon and Giles Bland who bredd 
great discords among the people: they Pray that for preventing 
the like for time to come this may be Remedyed &c. 

6. A. — This the last Assembly have Remedyed, by an act ag' 
admitting any to bear any Publick Place or office that have not 
been 3 years inhabitants in the country w e ' answers the way pre- 
scribed by this article of theirs. 

7. G. — They desire that noe person within the Government of 
Virginia doe sell any ammunition for warr to the Indians. 

7. A. — This must be referr'd to the Articles of Peace as to 
that clause which concerns the restraining or laying open the 
Trade with them, and if Maryland &c. be left at liberty in the 
particular and Virginia not, they will ingrosse the Beaver Trade 
and those of Virginia be deprived of that benefit, and the In- 
dians furnished with Powder in as plentifull a manner as now. 



SURRY COUNTY GRIEVANCES. 

(Winder Papers, Vol. II, page 160, Virginia State Library.) 

1. That ye last assembly continued many yeares and by their 
ffrequent meeting being once every yeare hath been a continual! 
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charge and burthen to the poor Inhabitants of this Collony; and 
that the burgesses of the said s 4 Assembly had ISO 1 " tobacco p day 
for each member they usually continueing three or 4 weekes to- 
gither did arise to a great some, And that the said assembly did 
give to severall gentlemen (for what service we know not) great 
somes of tobacco, all which with the publique nessessary charge 
did Raise the Levy to a very great & excessive heith. 

2. That great quantities of tobacco was levyed upon ye poore 
Inhabitants of this Collony for the building of houses at James- 
City which were not habitable by reason y" were not finished. 

3. That great quantityes of tobacco has been Raised for the 
building of fforts & yett no place of defence in ye Country suffi- 
cient to secure his Majesties poore subjects from the ffury of ffor- 
aine Invaders. 

4. That notwithstanding the great quantities of ammunition 
by the shipps for ffort dutyes for the Countryes service & con- 
siderable somes of tobacco raised to maintaine a magazine yett 
upon all occations wee are forced to provide powder and shott 
att o' owne perticuler charge or else fyned; 

5. That upon any fforraine Invation wee his Majestyes poore 
subjects are called to James City a place of vast expence and 
extortion upon his Majestyes service and the defence of his Ma- 
jestyes Collony, in which service if wee bee maimed wee are 
utterly ruined as to o r ffurther subsistance, wee are forced not 
onely to pay o* owne expences but ye expences of o r Com- 
tnannders and thene allso for their service. 

6. That the 2' per hhd Imposed by ye 128 th act for the pay- 
ment of his majestyes officers & other publique debts thereby to 
ease his majestyes poore subjects of their great taxes: wee hum- 
blely desire that an account may be given thereof. 

7. That severall persons estates are seized and part of them 
taken away before ye owner is convict of any crime notwith- 
standing they laid hold of the honnorable Governor his Acts of 
Indemnity and were admitted to take the oath of allegience to 
his gratious majesty & fydelity to his majestyes Honnorable 
Governor. 

8. That by the assembly in June last wee were Injoyned (upon a 
great penality) to send men armes & provision to that laste 
rebell Nathaniel Bacon Jun r (The Honnorable Governor not con- 
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tradicting itt altho itt was some tyme after the s* Rebell has 
Rebelliously fforced his Commission) to o r great losse and dam- 
mage: Wee humbly pray that as wee expect no redresse for o r 
(obedience to the s d assembly) for o r damage then reced, that 
that assembly may not Increase o r sufferings by being chargeable 
to us. 

9. That the erecting of fforts together with the slackness of 
prosecuteing ye Indian warr as also the subtle Insinuations of 
Nathaniel Bacon Juno' his pretences has been the cheefe cause of 
the late & unhappy warr. 

10. That it has been the custome of County Courts att the 
laying of the levy to withdraw into a private Roome by w 011 
meanes the poore people not knowing for what they paid their 
levy did allways admire how their taxes could be so high. 

Wee most humbly pray that for the future the County levy 
may be laid publickly in the Court house. 

11. That wee have been under great exactions of sherifs and 
Clarkes ffees for these severall yeares. The assembly having 
assertained but some fees and left the rest to the breast of the 
County Co rU wee most humbly pray that for the future all clarkes 
and sherifes fees may be assertained and a great penality laid 
upon such as shall exact. 

12. That contrary to the lawes of England and this Country 
high sheriffs have usually continued two yeares and under sheriffs 
3 or 4 yeares together: wee humbly pray that for the future that 
no person may continue sheriffe above one year. 

13. That severall small debts bring in great proffitts to the 
Clarkes & sheriffs by reason men are forced to sue for very small 
debts to the some of 200 lb tobacco to the great expence of the 
poore debt r and credito'. Wee humbly desire that a Justice of 
peace of the Coram or who else may be thought fitt may have 
power to grant order for any some under 45o' b tobacco & caske 
and likewise execution without further troble to the Court. 

14. That we have not had liberty to choose vestrymen wee 
humbly desire that the wholle parish may have a free election. 

15. That since his most Gratious Majesty hath been most merci- 
fully pleased to pardon o r late disloallty wee most earnestly and 
humbly pray that this p'sent grand assembly would make an 
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Act of Oblivion that no person may be Injured by the provok- 
ing names of Rebell Traitor & Rogue. 

1 6. That the assembly did levy 6o lb tobacco p poole for two 
years together wee know not for what advantage to us did so 
heithen the levy that the poore people did sink under their bur- 
dens not being able to pay their great taxes & utterly despairing 
of any release from their Greeivous taxes and burthens for the 
future have beene a long tyme much discontented and greeved, 
but being Informed by the honnorable ffrancis Morrison Esq' one 
of his majestyes commissioners that his most gratious majesty 
has been most gratiously pleased to returne us o r money againe 
by the honnorable Mr. Secretary Ludwell, our greeved harts are 
exceedingly rejoyced & Inlivened and wee yield his most gra- 
tious and sacred majesty all possible and humble and harty 
thanks ffor his Royall mercyes Humbly praying the honnorable 
Mr. Secretary may give a just account to the assembly of what 
money is due to the country in his hands. 

17. That reson of the late and unhappy warr the Inhabitants 
of this County have not been able to ffollow their callings do 
humblely desire that they may not be sued to the Co" nor laid 
under execution but be forborne their p'sent debts till the next 
Cropp. 

18. That severall men are like to loose sevall somes of tobacco 
w " are just debts out of severall condemned persons & other 
seazed estates. 

Wee humbly pray that all just debts may be pay* out of the 
said Estates so seazed. 

19. That ye Indians taken in ye late warr may be made slaves. 
Wee ye subscribed being chosen to p'sent y' Greevances of 

Surry County do testifye that ye perticulers afforewritten are the 
Greevances of the said County. 

[signed] Tho: Busby, George Proctor. 



